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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR PROTECTING SOFTWARE 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To operate software only in a designated version (function 
restriction) on designated hardware as against a user obtaining properly 
software. 

CONSTITUTION: A hardware identification code storage means 1 1 
storing a hardware identification code, a key code calculation means 13 
assuming the identification code, the form name of installed software 
and the software to be the specified versions and calculating a key code, 
a key code comparison means 14 comparing the inputted key code with 
the calculated key code and a calculation comparison indication means 
15 assuming that the key code is the next version when it is judged to 
be non-matching, calculating the key code and indicating the comparison 
of the inputted key code with the key code which is newly calculated are 
provided. When the key code is judged to match in the key code 
comparison means 14, a computer device operates in accordance with 
software having the function of the version assumed at the time of 
calculating the key code. 
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